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Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition continues to 
tackle fuel poverty in Northern Ireland  

 

NEWS RELEASE     20 September 2011 

The Fuel Poverty Coalition will hold a special event this Friday, 23 September 

2011 in Derry City’s Millennium Forum to examine and discuss practical 

solutions to the fuel poverty crisis affecting a growing number of households 

in Northern Ireland.  Around 80 organisations and elected political 

representatives from across Northern Ireland will come together to discuss 

how to tackle this increasingly important issue.  

Fuel poverty levels in Northern Ireland are amongst the worst in Northern 

Europe.  The latest official government statistics on fuel poverty showed that 

44 per cent of households (302,000) in Northern Ireland were in fuel poverty 

in 2009 and 13 per cent in extreme fuel poverty1.   

Since 2009 households in Northern Ireland have suffered two of the coldest 

winters on record and experienced significant increases in energy prices.  

Households in Northern Ireland are already spending around 60 per cent 

more of their disposable income on energy than the UK average2. 

Antoinette McKeown, joint Chair of the Fuel Poverty Coalition said:  “The 

electricity3 and gas price4 increases announced in recent weeks along with 

the 63 per cent increase of home heating oil prices since August 2009 will 

have a devastating effect on households across Northern Ireland.  Many of 

those worst affected are older people and families with young children who 

will struggle to heat their homes this winter”.   

 

                                            
1 Spending at least 20 per cent of their income heating and lighting their homes. 
2 Department for Enterprise, Trade and Invesment, February 2011. 
3 Electricity prices (Power NI and Airtricity) will rise by 18.6 per cent on 1 October 2011 
4 Gas prices have risen by up to 39.1 per cent for gas customers in Belfast and will rise by 
28.4 per cent on 1 October 2011 in the Ten Towns licence area. 
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Continuing Pat Austin, also joint Chair of the Fuel Poverty Coalition said:  

“The Coalition has put forward on several occasions proposals and initiatives 

to tackle fuel poverty, many of which have been tried and tested elsewhere.  

We believe that cold housing and fuel poverty can be tackled if there is 

sufficient political will to do so”.   

Concluding Antoinette said:  “We are holding this Fuel Poverty conference to 

examine some of the practical solutions that can be implemented and to ask 

the NI Executive and Assembly to take urgent action to support all households 

in fuel poverty”. 

Editors Notes 

A range of topics will be discussed at the event by various guest speakers 

including; 

 Pat Austin, Director, National Energy Action NI 
 

 Anne O’Reilly, Chief Executive, Age NI 
 

 Antoinette McKeown, Chief Executive, Consumer Council 
 

 Anne Moore, Policy and Assembly Co-ordinator, Save the Children 
 

 
The Fuel Poverty Coalition is calling on the Northern Ireland Executive and 
Assembly to take urgent action by supporting:  
 

 The development of a detailed and costed action-plan setting out 
how and when fuel poverty will be eradicated in Northern Ireland; 
and 

 The provision of support to all fuel poor households to stay warm 
until fuel poverty is eradicated. 

 
If you would like to sign up to the Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition, 

please visit www.fuelpovertycoalition.org.uk 
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1. Fuel Poverty Coalition media contact: Pauline Gordon, 07909972704 or 

email info@fuelpovertycoalition.org.uk. 

2. The NI Fuel Poverty Coalition launched on 1 November 2010, as a 

response to the increasing levels of fuel poverty in NI.  The Coalition’s 

focus is to move forward the fuel poverty agenda in NI, in terms of both 

policy and practical initiatives.   

3. For more information, visit our website at www.fuelpovertycoalition.org.uk   

 


