
 
 

 

Consultation on Transforming Your Care: A Review of Health and Social Care in 

Northern Ireland  

 
The Fuel Poverty Coalition Northern Ireland (FPC) welcomes the opportunity to respond to 

this consultation from the Department for Health, Social Services and Public Safety on 

‘Transforming Your Care: A Review of Health and Social Care in Northern Ireland’.   

 

FPC has membership of some 160 organisations representing the public, private and 

community/voluntary sectors.  

 

FPC believes no-one should live in a cold home.  FPC has come together to highlight the 

urgent actions needed to eradicate fuel poverty in Northern Ireland.  

 

FPC is calling on the Northern Ireland Executive to:  

 

1. Develop a detailed and costed action-plan setting out how and when fuel poverty will 

be eradicated in Northern Ireland; and 

2. Provide support to all fuel poor households to stay warm until fuel poverty is 

eradicated. 

 

The most recent House Condition Survey 2011, states that some 42% of households in 

Northern Ireland are now in fuel poverty.1 As this figure indicates fuel poverty is a very 

serious problem, with a size and scale that is unique to Northern Ireland due mainly to 

almost 70% of households relying on home heating oil and having significantly lower levels 

of income.  The level of fuel poverty is set to increase due to a combination of global 

pressures and government policies which put upward pressure on household bills.  Fuel 

poverty is the number one issue affecting the Northern Ireland householder and it is also 

killing almost 500 older people in Northern Ireland every year.  The effects of fuel poverty on 

health are profound and yet we know the solutions.   

 

 

                                                           
1 Northern Ireland House Condition Survey 2011 



 
 

Introduction  

 

It is stated clearly in the consultation document, ‘Transforming your care: A Review of Health 

and Social Care in Northern Ireland’, that there will be no increase in the funding for health 

services.  Thus, it is of the upmost importance that the available funding is utilised fully and 

provides a value for money service.  FPC wish to ensure that the issue and impact of fuel 

poverty, especially where home is the hub of care, is incorporated in the formation of any 

new health structures and services. 

 

Future model for integrated health and social care and fuel poverty 

 

Fuel poverty has been cited as one of the main issues of concern for older people in 

Northern Ireland.  42% of households are currently experiencing fuel poverty, the majority of 

which are occupied by older people.  Therefore, any future plans to focus the delivery of care 

services at home must take due regard of fuel poverty factors that may exist in the home 

where this care will be administered.  If older people in ill health are to be cared for at home, 

then that home must be warm, comfortable and affordable; otherwise the possible success 

of any treatment will be diminished.  With fuel poverty levels at 42%, the Department must 

concentrate its effort on eradicating fuel poverty in Northern Ireland.  FPC wish to see the 

inclusion of a strategic plan to eradicate fuel poverty for all households that may, at some 

point, become the hub of care in the future, and a fast tracking mechanism where necessary 

for the delivery of measures to tackle fuel poverty for those currently receiving care at home. 

 

Prevention 

 

‘Transforming Your Care: A Review of Health and Social care for Northern Ireland’ places an 

emphasis on prevention.  Health prevention cannot be seriously discussed without a 

commitment from the Department to resource the prevention of fuel poverty through 

measures, robust impartial advice and community intervention.  Every year, especially 

during cold winters, hospitals experience seasonal increases in admittance due to cold 

related illnesses; these illnesses are exacerbated by living in a cold, damp home.  These 

preventable conditions could be significantly reduced if the causes of fuel poverty were 

appropriately addressed bringing the added benefit of driving down NHS costs. 



 
 

 

Acute Care: move towards community care 

 

In order to achieve the best outcomes for patients, those delivering community care must be 

appropriately trained in both the delivery of care services and adequate prevention.  This 

prevention, as care is to be primarily in the home, must include the ability to identify those 

living in or at risk of fuel poverty.  The care provider must have an adequate knowledge of 

the causes and effects of fuel poverty in regards to health impacts and be able to identify the 

necessary interventions through appropriate assessment.  

 

We recommend that all practitioners are appropriately trained regarding fuel poverty, the 

interventions and their part in the implementation of these.  

 

Deprivation  

 

The correlation between deprivation and variations in health outcomes is well documented.  

This consultation documents provides little information on any practical interventions that 

could be employed to remedy this.  FPC call on the Department to incorporate a plan of 

increased action on issues of deprivation and the inequality of health outcomes.  

 

Conclusion  

 

While there are many challenges in any change management process it will be crucial that 

the issue of living in a cold damp home and the consequences of fuel poverty are fully 

integrated into the creation of any new model of primary and secondary care in Northern 

Ireland.  We must be assured that anyone in need of care that is expected to be delivered at 

home, must reside in a home which is fit for purpose.  

 

As such any assessment point throughout the process must identify fuel poverty and an 

individual’s capability to heat their home. 

 

Unlike other forms of poverty, fuel poverty must be seen as unique by policymakers and 

legislators. 



 
 

 

Should you require any more information, please do not hesitate to use the contact details 

below: 

 

 

Fuel Poverty Coalition Northern Ireland  

c/o NEA NI 

Telephone: 028 9023 9909  

 

 

 

 


