
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition response 
to Consultation on Proposed Changes to the 
Northern Ireland Renewables Obligation – Small 
Scale Banding Review Consultation 
 
September 2014 
  



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

About the Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition 
 

The Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition (FPC) was launched on the 1st 

November 2010 in response to the increasing serious levels of fuel poverty in 
Northern Ireland. Currently, the Coalition has over 150 members including 

elected political representatives and a wide range of organisations from across 

Northern Ireland.  The Fuel Poverty Coalition believes no-one should have to live 

in a cold home.  The Northern Ireland Fuel Poverty Coalition is calling on the 

Northern Ireland Executive to: 

 

• Develop a detailed and costed action-plan setting out how and when Fuel 

Poverty will be eradicated in Northern Ireland 

• Provide support to all fuel poor households to stay warm until Fuel Poverty 
is eradicated 

 
The aim of the FPC is to pragmatically drive forward the fuel poverty agenda in 

Northern Ireland in terms of both policy and practical initiatives. The FPC has 

produced a Fuel Poverty Charter that highlights the urgent actions needed to 

eradicate the unacceptably high levels of Fuel Poverty in Northern Ireland. Some 

of the practical actions proposed are: 

 

• Establish a Cross Departmental Ministerial Fuel Poverty Task Force with a 
duty to eradicate Fuel Poverty in Northern Ireland. 

• The Northern Ireland Executive should commit all Government Ministers to 
incorporate action plans on tackling Fuel Poverty within their Department’s 

overall strategic plans. 

• Examine whether regulation of the oil industry could provide consumers 

with the necessary confidence that they are paying a fair price for oil and 

provide fuel poor households with the support and safeguards that natural 
gas and electricity consumers currently have. 
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• Develop and encourage energy brokering schemes and implement a 
system to help make energy bills of all low income households more 

affordable. 

• Implement a targeted area based insulation retrofitting programme to 
improve the energy efficiency levels of all households in Fuel Poverty. 

 
The Fuel Poverty Coalition (FPC) welcomes the opportunity to respond to this 

consultation from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI). 

 
In the light of the size and scale of fuel poverty in Northern Ireland it is imperative 

that every available opportunity is taken to mitigate this problem including 

installing renewable technologies. 

 

The key concern for FPC is the proposed reduction from 4 ROCs/MWh to 1.6 

ROCs/MWh for solar PV generating stations with a maximum installed capacity 
up to 250kW.  The paper does outline the rationale for this reduction however, we 

believe that the decision has been based on the owner occupied sector and 

would have detrimental consequences for social housing in Northern Ireland as 

they cannot benefit for the annual savings received on tenants electricity bills.  At 

present social housing providers have managed to install solar PV into low 

income and fuel poor households due to the fact that the 4 ROCs alone provided 

a good payback however the drop to 1.6 appears to be too far and deep for a 
business case. 

 

We would therefore advocate that DETI reconsider this size and scale of the 
reduction or indeed look to provide exemptions for social housing providers to 

ensure that the programme has equitable reach across all tenures including as 

low income and fuel poor households. 

 

For information, please contact the Fuel Poverty Coalition via email on 

info@fuelpovertyni.org. 


